
My job is to guide you on your way through this class in a way that will help you build 

your reading, writing, and critical thinking skills. My lessons are designed so that if you 

try, then you will succeed. “Trying” involves participating in classroom activities and dis-

cussions, as well as completing homework and studying outside of class. I expect you to 

be engaged in the class while you are here. Note that you will receive an academic en-

gagement grade along with a traditional grade for this class.  

I am excited to work with each of you, and I welcome you to seek out extra help whenev-

er you need to. My planning/tutoring period is first period. However, I can often make 

myself available after school, and I am always available before school. I will always be 

available by appointment if you schedule a time with me. You can also reach me by email 

at hartley.evan@iowacityschools.org if you would like to contact me that way.  

Information about the class, including the daily agenda, can be found at the class website, 

which you can get to from the South East Junior High homepage.  

Here is your job: 

Respect your classmates. Classroom expectations reflect the school-wide SOAR standard. 

You should inform a teacher if you are being disrespected. 

Prepare for class and participate in class. You will be required to work independently as 

well as cooperatively. You will be working with everybody in the class at one point or 

another.  

Be seated in your assigned seat when the bell rings. Not only are you tardy if you are not 

in your seat, but you will also be unable to earn the full daily reading workshop credit.  

Bring the required materials to class. 

My Job and Your Job  

Mater ia l s  

 Your Reading Workshop book 

 Your planner  

 Sticky notes (optional) 

 Earbuds (optional - occasional use) 

 People who know how to read have it in their power to magnify themselves, to 

multiply the ways in which they exist, to make their lives full, significant and interesting.    

-Aldous Huxley 
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Students and guardians 

are encouraged to use 

Power School to review 

class scores and assign-

ments. I will update 

Power School once a 

week. 

Grades are figured by the 

number of points that a 

student earns.  

We will follow the stand-

ard SEJH grading scale: 
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 Writing utensil  

 A three-ring binder or a sec-

tion of a binder reserved only 

for language arts.  

 Paper 

97-100 A+ 

91-96 A 

90 A- 

89 B+ 

81-88 B 

80 B- 

79 C+ 

71-78 C 

70 C- 

69 D+ 

61-68 D 

60 D- 

59 and below F 



The late work penalty depends upon the assignment. Generally, late work will be ac-

cepted with a ten percent penalty. In cases where the late assignment does not impact 

the student’s pace of learning, there will be no penalty. Assignments that Mr. Hartley 

organized chronologically for maximum learning impact will receive up to 60 percent if 

they are turned in after Mr. Hartley has already graded and returned the assignment to 

the rest of the class.  

If you are absent from class, then you have two days to complete the work. Check the 

class blog for assignments you may have missed.  

If you are absent on the day an assignment is due or on a test day, then you should hand 

in the assignment or be prepared to take the test on the day of your return to class. 

 

Late Work Pol icy  

A Rough Sc hedule of  Events  (Subject  to  Change)  

Leaving the Classroom 

Trimester 2 

 Active reading using the 

fiction signposts 

 Night 

 Essay writing 

 Creative writing 

 Poetry Appreciation 

Trimester 1 

 Analytic thinking and 

writing 

 Elements of fiction 

 Creative Writing 

 Developing and aca-

demic voice 

Trimester 3 

 Argumentative Writing 

 Book Groups 

 Reading and responding 

to nonfiction 

The bell will ring after about 45 minutes, and it will strike you as the saddest sound in 

the world. This is the time to overcome your grief, part ways with Mr. Hartley and your 

thoughtful classmates, and get a drink of water and use the restroom. In other words, 

you should generally stay in the classroom during class time. That being said, if nature 

calls, and you know that you would be a more effective learner if you took a quick trip 

down the hall, then you may use a pass from your planner.  

You may not go if you don’t have a pass. If necessary, emergency passes are available in 

the classroom for you to use.  

 

“Outside of a 

dog, a book is 

man's best 

friend. Inside of 

a dog it's too 

dark to read.” 

-Groucho Marx 
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Use your planner! Late 
work often earns late 
credit. 
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